Memorial Worship
to the Glory of God
in thanksgiving for the life of
William John Wiebold



+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit, the comforter, gathers us in worship.

PRELUDE

INTRODUCTION ELW p. 279
Welcome in the name of Jesus,
the Savior of the world.
We are gathered to worship,
to proclaim Christ crucified and risen,
to remember before God our brother William John Wiebold,
to give thanks for his life,
to commend him to our merciful redeemer,
and to comfort one another in our grief.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM ELW p. 280
When we were baptized in Christ Jesus,
we were baptized into his death.
We were buried therefore with him
by baptism into death,
so that as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father,
we too might live a new life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his,
we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.

Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the
earth, who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you.
We glorify you.

Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all
humanity, who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise
you.

We praise you.

Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure
confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you.
We worship you.

To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Shall We Gather at the River ELW 423

1 Shall we gather at the river,
where bright angel feet have trod,
with its crystal tide forever
flowing by the throne of God?

Refrain
Yes, we'll gather at the river,
the beautiful, the beautiful river;
gather with the saints at the river

that flows by the throne of God.
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2 On the margin of the river,
washing up its silver spray,
we will walk and worship ever,
all the happy golden day. Refrain

3 Ere we reach the shining river,
lay we ev'ry burden down;
grace our spirits will deliver,
and provide a robe and crown. Refrain

4 Soon we'll reach the shining river,
soon our pilgrimage will cease;
soon our happy hearts will quiver
with the melody of peace. Refrain

GREETING p. 280
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY p. 281
Let us pray.
0 God of grace and glory,
we remember before you today our brother Bill.
We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love
as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth.
In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn.
Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up
in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ,
so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call,
we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FAMILY REMEMBRANCES

SONG On Eagle's Wings ELW 787

1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,
who abide in this shadow for life,
say to the Lord: "My refuge,
my rock in whom | trust!"

Refrain
And he will raise you up on eagle's wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun,
and hold you in the palm of his hand.

2 The snare of the fowler will never capture you,
and famine will bring you no fear;
under God's wings your refuge,
with faithfulness your shield. Refrain
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3 You need not fear the terror of the night,
nor the arrow that flies by day;
though thousands fall about you,
near you it shall not come. Refrain

4 For to the angels God's given a command
to guard you in all of your ways;
upon their hands they will bear you up,
lest you dash your foot against a stone.

Final refrain
And he will raise you up on eagle's wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun,
and hold you in the palm of his hand;
and hold you, hold you in the palm of his hand.

+WoRD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 3:1-15
A readlng from Ecclesiastes.
For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven:
2a time to be born and a time to die;
a time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted;
% a time to kill and a time to heal;
a time to break down and a time to build up;
*a time to weep and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn and a time to dance;
> a time to throw away stones and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing;
¢ a time to seek and a time to lose;
a time to keep and a time to throw away;
" a time to tear and a time to sew;
a time to keep silent and a time to speak;
% a time to love and a time to hate;
a time for war and a time for peace.

? What gain have the workers from their toil? %] have seen the business that
God has given to everyone to be busy with. ' He has made everything suitable for
its time; moreover, he has put a sense of past and future into their mlnds yet they
cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. '*| know that
there is nothlng better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as
they live; "® moreover, it |s God's gift that all should eat and drink and take
pleasure in all their toil. 1 know that whatever God does endures forever;
nothing can be added to it nor anythlng taken from it; God has done this so that
all should stand in awe before him. '° That which is already has been, that which
is to be already is, and God seeks out what has gone by.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PsALM Psalm 121

"1 lift up my eyes to the hills—
from where will my help come?
2 My help comes from the LoRo,
who made heaven and earth.
*He will not let your foot be moved;
he who keeps you will not slumber.
*He who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
> The LoRo is your keeper;
the LORD is your shade at your right hand.
% The sun shalil not strike you by day
nor the moon by night.
" The Lorp will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
% The Lorp will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time on and forevermore.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:31-35, 37-39
A readlng from Romans..

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against
us? 2He who did not withhold his own Son byt gave him up for all of us, how will
he not with him also give us everythlng else? 3 Who will bring any charge against
God's elect? It is God who Justlﬂes *Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or
rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes
for us. ** Who will separate us from the love of Christ? W|II affliction or distress or
persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? *” No, in all these things we
are more than victorious through him who loved us. *® For | am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, * nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THIRD READING: John 6:37-40
A reading from John.

3 Everything that the Father glves me will come to me, and anyone who comes to
me | will never drive away, **for | have come down from heaven not to do my own
will but the will of him who sent me. * And this is the will of him who sent me,
that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me but raise it up on the last
day. ** This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in
him may have eternal life, and | will raise them up on the last day.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON ELW p.281



HYMN OF THE DAY Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

1

CREED

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!

| once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now | see.

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;

how precious did that grace appear

the hour | first believed!

Through many dangers, toils, and snares
| have already come;

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures;

he will my shield and portion be

as long as life endures.

When we've been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,

we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

ELW 779

ELW p. 282



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION ELW p. 282
Let us pray.
Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into
one communion of saints in the body of Christ.
Give to your whole church in heaven and on earth your light and your peace.
God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection
may die to sin and rise to share the new life in Christ.

God of mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give courage and faith to all who mourn,

and a sure and certain hope in your loving care,
that, casting all their sorrow on you,

they may have strength for the days ahead.
God of mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith,
that, where this world groans in grief and pain,

your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your light and life.

God of mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant us grace to entrust Bill to your never-failing love which sustained him
in this life. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, and remember him
according to the favor you bear for your people.

God of mercy,

hear our prayer.

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand,

to believe and trust in the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting.
God of mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus
Christ destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection he opened the
kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives we
shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to
come, will be able to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



LoRD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

+SENDING+
God blesses us and sends us out in peace.

COMMENDATION

ELW p. 283

ELW p. 283

Let us commend Bill to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer.
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Bill .
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold,

a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.

Receive him into the arms of your mercy,

into the blessed rest of everlasting peace,

and into the glorious company of the saints in light.

Amen.

SONG Now, Lord (Detroit Folk Mass) ELW 200

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:
your word has been fulfilled.

My own eyes have seen the salvation

which you have prepared in the sight of all people:
a light to reveal you to the nations

and the glory of your people Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,

and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning, is now,

and will be forever.

Amen.

FINAL BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING SONG Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling ELW 608

1  Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,
calling for you and for me.
See, on the portals he's waiting and watching,
watching for you and for me.

Refrain
"Come home, (Come home,)
come home! (come home!)
You who are weary, come home."
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
calling, "0 sinner, come home!"

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading,
pleading for you and for me?
Why should we linger and heed not his mercies,
mercies for you and for me? Refrain

3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised,
promised for you and for me!
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon,
pardon for you and for me. Refrain

POSTLUDE

On Eagle's Wings, Text and music © 1979 OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland,
OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Used with permission under
OneLicense.net #A - 705070. All rights reserved.

Now, Lord (Detroit Folk Mass), Music © 1986 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress,
Used with permission under OneLicense.net #A - 705070. All rights reserved.

Liturgy and cover graphic reprinted with permission from Sundays and Seasons.com. All
additional hymns not listed above are projected with permission from Sundays and
Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20645. New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license #A-705070 and CCLI license #2568623. All rights reserved.



TopAY's MINISTERS FOR WORSHIP

Presiding Minister: Pr. David Frerichs
Minister for Music: Clara Smith
Organist: Sheryl Mehrhoff
Worship Hosts: TBD

TBD
Visual Projectionist: TBD
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